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Shipping executive’s
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Schauer. on a visit to Afghanistan in April, with, from left to right: Muhammad Usman, Afghan customs agent; Ashgar A. Sanna, chief executive of Pakistan-based Sanna Shipping; Lal Agha Kaker,
regional director and ConFlo Lines representative; and Slahudin Umarza, manager, Sanna Co.
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a voyage basis because Orion is oriented exclusively to the 3 million but more than twice as large as Texas, is one
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export market. At any given time, ConFlo may have as
everything that Caterpillar ships for mines, oil and gas
many as a dozen vessels under charter, but sometimes it’s
extraction,” Schauer said. “They tried to strike a deal with
just one or two.

Schauer on the deck of a ship carrying mothballed helicopters to Namibia
for the filming of “The Flight of the Phoenix.”
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anced trade, with U.S. exports dominated by auto parts,
the U.S. Embassy in Tehran in November 1979, more than
machinery, road-building equipment and foodstuffs. U.S.
half of the cargo was left behind. The equipment stayed in
imports included agricultural products, minerals, handicrafts
storage for several years until the International Court of
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all traffic went via Uzbekistan and Tajikistan in the former
belonged to Iran. It was subsequently shipped on two vesSoviet Union.
sels via the Great Lakes to the Iranian port of Bandar
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The 240-TEU Hartford Express was the first
vessel handled by Orion Marine.

weapons installations in the former Soviet Union.
While most of its breakbulk cargo is tied to infrastructure projects, Orion has also gone “Hollywood” — at
least from a transportation perspective. It shipped all the
props, including airplanes, to Namibia for Paramount
Pictures for the remake of the 1965 film “The Flight of
the Phoenix.” The aircraft were taken out of mothballs in
Arizona, then were totally dismantled and shipped to
Houston and then Namibia before being shipped back to
the U.S., Schauer said. The film, starring Dennis Quaid, is
scheduled to open Dec. 22. Orion also shipped equipment
to the Bahamas for a film called “Into the Water,” scheduled to open next August.
Schauer said he used to spend about 30 percent of his
time traveling but has cut back
in recent years to spend more
time with his family. “I have
criss-crossed just about every
country we serve. I’ve ridden
the Trans-Siberian Railroad
from Moscow to Vladivostok,
I’ve been to the White Sea, the
Black Sea, the Empty Quarters
desert in Saudi Arabia, the
Gobi Desert in Mongolia.
Wherever there’s something of
interest,
I love to travel.”
But even for Schauer, there
are some limits. Three months
ago, he was planning to go to
Iraq. Then his wife of 38 years
put her foot down. She said to
him: “It’s Iraq or me.” Schauer
Schauer was in charge of shipping this luxury yacht
didn’t go. s
from Savannah, Ga. to Saudi Arabia in 1996.

Department said it could not ship the cargo. The lifting of
the embargo this year has produced high demand for
Libyan-bound cargo, he said.
In other cases, new governments have cut off funding
for projects already well underway. Schauer remembered
the case of a steel mill in Nigeria that had been half completed when a new government there cut off the funding.
ConFlo was paid for the goods that had already been
shipped, but not for the remainder of the equipment.
The private sector accounts for about 60 percent of
Orion’s business, while another 30 percent comes from relief
agencies. Government contracts now account for another 7
to 8 percent, although that figure shot up to 30 percent when
it was shipping equipment used in dismantling nuclear

